East Cleveland by Morrissey, Kaitlin
The John Carroll Review
Volume 71 | Issue 2 Article 5
February 2018
East Cleveland
Kaitlin Morrissey
John Carroll University, kmorrissey18@jcu.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://collected.jcu.edu/jcr
Part of the Fiction Commons, Nonfiction Commons, and the Poetry Commons
This Poem is brought to you for free and open access by the Student at Carroll Collected. It has been accepted for inclusion in The John Carroll Review
by an authorized editor of Carroll Collected. For more information, please contact connell@jcu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Morrissey, Kaitlin (2018) "East Cleveland," The John Carroll Review: Vol. 71 : Iss. 2 , Article 5.
Available at: https://collected.jcu.edu/jcr/vol71/iss2/5
 17 
East Cleveland  
By: Kaitlin Morrisey 
 
You don’t care about 
Integers,          equilaterals,             adjacents, 
                Axes,                reciprocals, 
Equations,        equivalents,         right angles, 
         Square roots,       improper fractions, 
Mixed numbers,   simplifying,     quadrants. 
 
How can you? 
 
You have seen the stained red cement sidewalks, 
the taking of a life, the brokenness of a family,  
the sight of your parents’ backs, the looks of 
disappointment, and the burden of responsibility  
as seen by a list on a bright pink notepad, giving 
you the night's instructions for the little ones 
while mom finishes the third shift again. 
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